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Russia ever succeeds in defeating the Turkomans, friendship 
may come. to an .end between that country and Persia,‘ and 
in that case the latter would voluntarily throw itself into the 
arms of England. It would be better, however, for us at once 
to make overtares to Persia for a friendly alliance and con- 
vince it that Persian and our interests are identical. It 
appears from the St. Petersburg telegram of the 2nd instant 
that the Russian Press deprecates the occupation of Herat by 
Persia under the auspices of England ; bat it is mistaken. 
England is at present all-powerful in Afghanistan, and can 
dispose of the country as it pleases. 


The same paper of the 11th February, in a oconnaiiliall 
a ssieliaeh at te onal article, states that India will probably 
of the Afghan war by the have to share the cost of the war with 
mere See England, and urges that in order to 
prevent the levy of a new war tax which would press very 
heavily upon the people, who have not yet recovered from the 
effects of the late scarcity and the prevalence of sickness, the 
native chiefs and other rich classes of the community should 
voluntarily contribute subscriptions for the payment of India’s 
share of the cost. The Maharajas of Nabha and Darbhanga 
have already made such offers. The other chiefs should wes 
their noble example. ) . eg 


ao 
a 


The Rahbar-i-Hind of the 10th February states that the 
Kabul question is at. present as fat 
from solution as it ever was. ‘The — 
Government has, as it were, pledged itself not to settle it, 
It has not as yet declared its intentions. It is deceived by — 
the smooth words of an obsequious Press and the: varnished — 

reports of interested officials. We believe that the Govern : 

ment is convinced by ‘this time that the rose-colot red Boe: 
reports ofthe fattorrs are absolutely unfounded, and wool 
not be surprised to hear that all classes of Her Majer es i 
subjects condemn the war for one reason or another. «it ne os 
the late oxpedition was. sent against Afghanistan with 


Afghan politics, 
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the objeet of securing a scientifie frontier, and the present : a 
one to avenge the murder of Sir. Louis Cavarisa i: ‘but why a 
do our troops now tenaciously cling to Afghanistan as the 4 
pleasure-seeking Europeans do to Simla or Dalhousie? If : 
Government does not wish to take permanent possession of 4a 
the country, why does it not ‘withdrew its troops? If it is a 
unwilling to withdraw until it provides a government for the 2 
country, what business, we ask, has it with the interna 
affairs of that country? We must withdraw and. leave the 
Afghans to settle their affairs as best they can. The natives 
do not recommend a bold policy to Governm ent because 
they see that it has all along been in favour of half-hearted 
measures. It could crush Afghanistan in an instant like a 
thunderbolt, if.it pleased. But the truth’ is that the war 
has not been conducted in a statesmanlike manner. It has 
been undertaken by the enterpriaing representative of Her 
Majesty in the East in.a fit of Imperialism. Such-a policy Binge 
would not have been tolerated for a moment in England. 

Weare glad to state that Lord Lytton has ‘lately adopted 

some wise measures, as, for instance, the substitution of Sie 

Frederick Haines, in the vila of the hasty, fickle, and careless a 
General Roberts in the chief command in Afghanistan ; the 4 
appointment of Mr. Lepel Griffin, who is an: intelligent. and ' 
polite man, as the chief political officer at Kabul, &c. Bat 
these changes are of only secondary importance.’ The mi 


* 


man 
who is at the helm is really responsible for «the diffieulty. 
No change is as yet visible in the policy of the Govern- 
ment. We earnestly entreat the Government to. think: over 
the Kabul question and to declare. its: fature 
the Government does. not wish to annex Afghanis 
should adopt a conciliatory policy . and, withdraw. its 
If it is its object to annex the country, it. should mmer 


~) 


now read history in stead of works of 1 
kings used to deal with 


155 copies. 


Circulation, 


Ch bi A cal ae 
we, Sees 


be @ greater mistake than to suppose that.the eapture of Kabul 
is tantamount to the conquest of Afghanistan, It would be 

perhaps dificult for our troops, who are much. weakened. by the. 
use of spirituous liquors, to storm the mountain fastnesses of 
the enemy. Our proceedings at Kabul have not been marked ; 
with wisdom. It was the introduction of the martial law, . 
the disarming of the population, indiscriminate executions, . 
and the deportation of the women.of the family of Yakub., 

Khan to India, (sic). that led to the late. outbreak .at: Kabul., 
The friendly conduct of the Hindus, the Kizilbashes, and. the. 
Hazaras, has entailed a new responsibility npon us in regard. 
to their protection. If.we retired from Kabul.without msk-: 
ing sufficient. arrangements for their safety, they would, 
suffer severely at the -hands of the other tribes. Muhammad, 
Jan, Ghulam Haidar Khan, Mushki Alam, &., are still bent: — 
on hostilities. According to our correpondent in -Afghanis- 

tan, General Roberts does not get full information about. the: 
movements of the enemy; nor is the Government of India ac- 
quainted with the true state of things. General Roberts: is 
a brave soldier, but he is careless and fickle. Rumours about 

the conspiracy against Sir Louis Cavagnari, the laying .of 
the mines in the Bala Hissar, the Sherpur attack, &., were 
current in the bazars of Peshawar and Lahore long: before: 
those events occurred, but General Roberts did. not. know, . 
of them till the last moment. The. Press correspondents.at the . 
seat of the war could keep the Government fully informed - 
about the state of affairs, but the Press rules lately.published - 
by Government prevented them from doing so. . In the. end, 
the writer states that the settlement of the Kabul. difficaliy - 

is not sees until the Government declares ita een 
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The Ceeil ona Mil iy 
Arette “andi: Maharaja ‘of 
Kashmir, 
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port’ service. Ai seiheginitbiiri jee’ not ~ 
rumour, and sarcastically remarks that it would: be better 
instead of giving twenty thousand animals to: Government, 
the Maharaja rendered: relief to ‘his famine-strieken subjects. 
Our contemporary’ lately stated that he’ secretly carried on — 3 
correspondence with Yahia Khan, the father-in-law of Yakuab 
Khan. It is not .known why the Civil and Military 
and some other: of ‘our Anglo-Indian ‘contemporaries ‘repeat- 
edly publish such false’ rumours as’ ard calculated to raise 
a doubt in the mind of the Government in‘regard ‘to bis 
loyalty. ‘The natives consider him one ofthe: ‘wisest. and 
the most faithful native chiefs, = 8 = = = tg 
GENERAL ADMINISTRATION. .- 
A correspondent of the Koh-i-Ndr of the 7th’ February . 
i Z states that he is sixty years old, 
Act, and the Civil Service ‘that during his life he has seen m 
zit x" important’ changes and- revolutions, eee 
Of ‘these, the recognition of the’ distinction of ereed or color i ee es 
has been very prominent. : It has prevented the! growth of 
sympathy and freindly: intercourse: between the: governors. 
and the governed. : In the: time of: the late Hast India Com- 


pany the conduct of Europeans was calculated to alionate the 


«1857. ; 


hearts of the people and:led to: a general rebellion in 
On this Her Majesty's Government interfered, : rest 
and order in the country, andtook the adt 
own hands. Since then it has always ( 
British rule popular with the natives, 

been made in 
title of Empress ‘of . 
the late Delhi:\Ai 
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peat They offered the sarvines.af their tr tog for employ: 
ment on the frontier. The Government accepted, lt offer 
and. thanked them much for their loyalty; and friendsh 
The Government of India has given a good education, it 
many young native chiefs, and managed the. affairs of their 
states during their minority. These facts clearly. show. that 
the political policy of the Government has: been much.im- 
proved since the transfer of the Government from the 
hands of the East India Company to the Crown. As regards 
the internal administration of the country, the Government 
-has adopted some useful measures, such as the:Arms Act, the 
Press Act, the new Oivil Service Rules, &., to encourage.s 
-gocial union between the two races. But as they have not 
been properly carried out, they have not had the desired 
effect on the thoughts and feelings of some Enropeans, 
The Arms Act was passed just after the Panjab war, but the 
object it had in view. has not been attained. . If. any class 
of the community is disposed to rebel, it finds no difficulty 
‘in obtaining arms, as has been proved by. the rebellion of 
1857, Such an Act is not in force in any other country, 
nor even in the Native States. It serves. no: useful 
purpose, but only keeps up an invidious distinction’ be- 
tween the Europeans and the natives, and is. opposedito | 
that policy which the assumption by Her Majesty: of the 
title of Empress of India implies. The natives should - 
allowed to keep arms like the Europeans. In order to pre- 
vent the arms from being imported into foreign statossit 
would be quite sufficient to make the provisions regardia = 
their sale more stringent. The natives have long panted for 
admission to the Civil Service, The new rules, for 1 yhieh | 
they anxiously waited, have disappointed them in’ #l 16 + a 
hopes. Only persons of high birth are eligible for the i vil ao 
Service under the new rules, .Moreover, the rules. do not.ms a 
it compulsory on the. part of the Government, to. ee, ak a 
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some Anglo-Indian ne 
mischievous rumours and to bring 
native chiefs. ‘The 
published false rumours in confection with the famine 
in Kashmir, accuses the Maharaja of’: jinistration, an 
recommends the recovery of the sta 
inconceivable that the Government ‘ 
titles as the Shield of the Indian Em 
Her Majesty, the Honorary General of Her Ma 

.. upon him, should listen to the evil ad 
contemporary. Hither the Vern ‘Press 4 
abolished, or its operation éxtended to the 
Press. No Anglo-Indian paper should be allow 
any native state. Even if there are ‘any defécts in t s 
administration of a state, they should be pointed out in'a — 
friendly spirit by our Anglo-In 
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good effect. They would cael the dence 
towards the natives, and would encourage fri 
between them. phe ees 
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with a view of introducing necessary 

were a kind of religious: conferences. But thay: have: long 
ceased: to be what they were. Now they are.the resorts of 
wicked and unscrupulous persons in the disguise of mendi- 
cants, whose only business is to cheat the ignorant’ pilgrims, 
Moreover, they werd formerly a kind of industrial exhi- 
bitions and tended to encourage manufactures. But éuch 
a heavy tax is now levied upon traders at these fairs 
especially at the Magh fair, Allahabad, that no honest trader’ 
likes to go to it. Tho traders have to pay a tax for the land 
they occupy at the rate of Rs. 8 or 10 a square yard. Some 
of the sweetmeat-sellers who occupy sites nearest the ghit 
pay Rs. 500 or 600 each. The result is that the traderd 


take very high prices for their articles from the pilgrims, and 
cheat them in a variety of ways. The proceeds of the tax 
amount to fifty or sixty thousand rupees every year, but it is 
not known how that money is disposed of. Thousands of 


thieves and pickpockets successfully ply their vile trade with 
the connivance of the police. 


The same e paper publishes a communicated article, in which 
the writer states that the recent 

The alleged change in SPR ae 
the policy of the Govern- in the policy of the Go re) | ee 
a calculated to produce a false im res 
sion in the minds of foreigners in regard to. 
in India. The Arms Act, the scheme about the disbandment: — 
of the armies of the native states, and.the exclusion of natives 
from the higher ranks of the public service, may induce | them 
to imagine that Government doubts the loyalty of the n ives 

Looking at the Press. Act and the Dramatic. Pe 
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the people. » « 
jects: by the- 
to hate-and fear Russian . rule. 
that the- Government ‘of 
licy of the Bast'Idia Com 
and comfort and foreigners entertain a better opinion: of: it... 


, * 


6 same paper states that the new license tax 
oe fat levied both upon traders 
tho aaditionatewe bee snd, fessional classes. ‘Some: 
om, ls > povicys Sie alll 
already pey a-tax, If the new tax is 
them, the present tax should be abolis 
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provide for the: relief: and: prevention. of: 
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Famine Insurance Fund has’ now. ceased to exi 
to be no reason why that cess should be retained. 
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thinking that the animals should be carefully examined before 


they are bought. Moreover, when they are sent by railway 
from distant parts .of the country to Jhelum, they:should 


_ be allowed to break the journey, because a long journey-can- 


not but affect their health. We have heard that animals are 
detained at Jhelum for many days owing to the delay in their — 
examination by veterinary surgeons, which prevents them 
from reaching the frontier earlier, and involves a loss of money 
in the shape of eh ad should be examined as soon as 
they arrive, : 


The same paper states that in the North-W estern Provinces. 
the Oivil Courts are in the habit of ad- 
vertizing the sales of landed property: 
in execution of decrees in the logal 
vernacular newspapers. The coat. of 
the advertisement is realized from the decree-holders. This < 
practice is beneficial both to the decree-holder and the judg- 
ment-debtor, because it enables them to obtain a better price — 
for the property for sale than they otherwise could, More- 
over, it is calculated to give pecuniary aid to newspapers, 
which propagate civilization in the county. _We hope that the 


Panjab Government will introduce the same pentose in: sane 
Panjab. 
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The following i is an extine from the Jaipur Gazette oft the 
Sir Arthur Hebhouse 4th February : te Sir Arthur Hob n us ( 
ont, Poneeet Peng has opened a paper war with Gener: L 
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Strachey on the financial position of India, and has come . 
out with no little severity in the columns of the Time 
in exposing the falsity of the grounds taken by the presen, 
Government with regard to the repeal of Indian cotton. duty... \ 
Sir Arthur, with all deference to the opinion of the 7¥mes ge e. . 
must confess, has not wielded his pen in vain, as the 9 be ae 
ments used by him conclusively prove that the Indian fi .. 
have been ruthlessly sacrificed for the benefit of 3 
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simply for the. 
resent. party Government in England: 

maintains that the repeal of the cotton du 

of the Government of India, the sanction of the 

State for India in Couucil, and the rat 

able House of Commons. To this Sir Arthur. takes 

and points out that, notwithstanding the. otest of. 

ity of the Honorable Members. of the Viceroy’s Council, it was 

by the sheer exercise of a special power vested. in the Viceroy 

to overrule the opinions of the Members of his Council i in times 

of great political emergency, when the interest of the State 

justifies sucha stretch of authority, that the measure ‘was 
. Inthe Council of the Secretary of State for India, 

too, the measure met. with strong opposition, but it was the 

casting vote of the President that decided the qué ation ; e ‘and 

had it not been for the personal support of the Viceroy and 

the Secretary of State, the injustice done to India by: sacrifi- 

cing its revenue to Manchester would never have been perpe- 

trated. The repeal of a tax sanctioned by law, says Sir 

Arthur, should have been brought forward’before the Legis- 

lative Council, but this was carefully eschewed simply 

there was no chance of the measure being carried out in a 

Council composed of such heterogeneous elements as the offt=. 

cial and non-official Members. i. 


“It is true that the House of Commons ; gave. 
that the tax should be repealed when the 
would admit of the measure being rr 
financial position of the country at 
justify such a measure? No. What with’ 
Afghan war, &., India could ill afford to 
sacrificed to Manchester. But the Indian G 
time of their annual 
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to ascertain the opinion of the people of the whole province 
in regard to the proposal. A managing committee was 
appointed for the purpose, which called for the opinions of the 
people. The committee received replies from about 
sons approving of the proposal. Accordingly 

prepared the address, but Mr. Dastir 
refused to accept it on the ground that he was not p 
by Government to receive it. On this the committee 
to publish it in the newspapers. 


POST-OFFICE. 


ns. posed cannot regularly deliver all lel. ‘Even in 
Moradabad, which is much smaller in extent than: 
there are seven postal peons. There were formerly. seas 
at Rampur, but the number has lately been reduced t 


The writer urges that the number of the peons should 
creased at least to four men. 
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(Three back numbers of the Ashdat-ul-Sunnat. 
September, and December, 1879, have been recei 
first time this week. It is an orthodox 
and is published in opposition to the 7; 

Hon’ble Sayyid Ahmad Khan. In an 
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PRIYA DAS, M.A, 


Govt. Reporter on the Vernacular Press of Upper India. 
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